
Iowa River Trail
Overview: The Iowa River Trail is a 16-mile paved multi-use trail 

network that runs primarily along the Iowa River, connecting 

the communities of Iowa City, Coralville, and North Liberty. The 

southern terminus of the trail is Iowa City’s Terry Trueblood 

Park, and the northern terminus is currently the east end of 

the Mehaffey Bridge over Coralville Lake. Johnson County 

Conservation manages six miles of the trail, including the 3.3-

mile North Dubuque Street segment and the 2.3-mile Mehaffey 

Bridge segment.

Trail Segments: 

Terry Trueblood to Waterworks Prairie Park: The trail begins 

at Terry Trueblood Recreation Area, and heads north along 

the shady Iowa River shoreline. Along the way, the trail passes 

numerous parks such as Riverside Park and City Park, along with 

the University of Iowa Campus. At City Park, trail users can cross 

to the eastern river bank, where the trail follows Dubuque Street 

up and over Interstate 80 to Waterworks Prairie Park. This trail 

segment is maintained by the City of Iowa City. 

Waterworks Prairie Park to North Liberty: This trail segment, 

called the Dubuque Street Trail Segment, connects Iowa City 

and North Liberty. The trail follows Dubuque Street through 

residential developments. Trail users will pass the turn off for the 

Squire Point Trail network, managed by the U.S. Army Corps of 

Engineers. This trail segment is maintained by Johnson County 

Conservation. The trail continues through North Liberty to the 

northern outskirts, with the in-town segment maintained by the 

City of North Liberty. 

North Liberty to Mehaffey Bridge: This trail segment, called 

the Mehaffey Bridge Trail Segment, continues along Mehaffey 

Bridge Road to the scenic Mehaffey Bridge that spans the 

Coralville Reservoir. The northern terminus is at the eastern side 

of the bridge, near the entrance to the Sugar Bottom Recreation 

Area, a park that features a mountain bike trail network. This trail 

segment is maintained by Johnson County Conservation.

Trailheads/Parking: Terry Trueblood Park, Napoleon Park, 

Riverside Park, City Park, Waterworks Prairie Park, Penn Meadows 

Park, & Mehaffey Bridge Boat Ramp.
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